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Hip to be Square

Legends, laughs and dungeons in historic hotel

BRUCE DENNILL

FOR some reason, you
expect accommodation
steeped in history to exist
outside of the city centre
in Cape Town — perhaps
out in the winelands or
round the back of the
mountain in Constantia
somewhere.

But the information
board in the tiny enclosed
square that gives the Cape
Heritage Hotel its name
details the long-term ex-
istence of the building (or
at least the parts of it that
haven’t been hidden or
obliterated by the many
renovations since 1771).

And the ancient vine
(pictured) in the court-
yard — purportedly the
oldest in the country —
gives mute witness to the
many events that must
have taken place here over
the years.

The venerable nature of
the place doesn’t translate
into fuddy-duddy porters
mumbling about the old days, though.
The young, friendly and efficient
front-of-house man, for instance,
wore no less than eight rings.

General manager Semwano Chonya
(“Sam” to returning guests) has a
public school accent that will likely
put conservative foreign guests at ease,
but quickly reveals a wicked sense of
humour, referring to a pair of guests
who became friends and then her
unofficial “gay parents”.

“Parents provide for their children,
and they provide me with shoes!”
she giggles.

CONTACT DETAILS:

Cape Heritage Hotel

90 Bree Street

Cape Town

8000.

Tel: 021-424-4646

Fax: 086-616-7281

E-mail: info@capeheritage.co.za
Website: www.capeherit-
age.co.za.

BRUCE DENNILL

Don’t let the fun-loving veneer fool
you, though: Chonya’s deep affection
for the venue and its guests extends
to knowing which specific pieces of
furniture in which rooms are next in
line to be reconditioned (not that any
faults are readily noticeable).

A stay at the hotel will naturally
mean becoming familiar with the
other enterprises scattered around
the square.

Like all old venues, the place has
its quirks, and visitors can enjoy dis-
covering a cheese shop in a dungeon, a
fantastic little delicatessen and a
trendy restaurant and cocktail venue
tucked away around a corner behind
what looks like an old bomb shelter
door. Expect a fetish club owner to
cash in on that real estate should the
current owners move on...

There’s also, in one corner of the
square, a disco-ball effect caused by a
reflective pyramid-shaped structure
that spins. Apparently it’s designed
to scare the pigeons away but hey, this
is Cape Town — you’ll probably find
them fluffing out their tail feathers
and enjoying the show.

FRID A
THU

o JLILY

IL SRAMDE
W NTEDH L
Pk DrkL WAL JrH

e I e W DL T e
Thirih K B WE OH

3D e

NILRNEY T0) THE CENTFE
i

P, G W DT el Sl

P HrHL G DH ONC kL A

A . R W L WL S H
Thi bk I Pril WAL S

P M W D WL SrH

P CrH WO DME Vel 3
B e A
|
I WL el | S0 Erl B e C Sl
1 kL Dl 3k I 2
WLTEE ML OO il De

Pk HeHL Cafd ErHL Sl
TH HeHL WL B O

P O WA DT el 2l

a
P CrH WO DC el 2 K
THOOW, MMEIC 7
I TR
Pl I CrH. W DT
M BHEOER, E E

o A TRAH A S0H CHLY
RdoreSak R4S pur Car
Surc R0 pr O 1 sl nlyn
Fri-fak R 20 pir Foed dairi an

WHIT HIFFENE N G ﬂ.

MAMFFIED UFE !

THESLEHN
[ mmearee |

JOURMEY TO THE CEMTRE
OF THEEEMFTH

L
P Call bl DWCd Ll
Tk el Ca I il P e

b BT 4 N F

DFILLE{T TAYLOF

b Cal Ml DA i

ok el Ca I i, RO P 200

T LaE W OTLRH

THE ELHE IOE 1

Mh IME ML OrH L

ok A4 IME b DrHL WO H

i i bk O W

CHRONICLES OF MAFRMIE:

FRIMCE O 5PN Ak

AL i el

Tk W DrH b

OOCE=E FAOTFF - 1
I

Mk el o

il rrH

HUWE LD S KULLE : EX CWFE

RO ST W0 E: Y |

L i ofl oH
2 HH Dald ErH

GET S MRT q
[t TR

o W18

FIJHG A Fa D, T
b O Wl YK el K

Tk WL e WL Oy I el in K
T CorHl WL B B

b Call Ml CW rieHCCH

ik el Ca I Wi, RO P S0

Tl Ca W DT rH

WINTED L
b 1N BE DrH WL

Tk i IWE bk OrH OO

T | kb OrH W

WaLLE =
Pk Lo L VK WeCda K

ok 4L CrH WL D4 I el in
Tl CorHL WL B WAL

HAMNOO, ‘

L L N R
Wi A Ll WA DA rieHoeld

W LL-E

Pl 4T CaH WL 4 el in
PG A PR, 7

Lo B 4 -7

CF THE EAFTH a

b et W D PTL S
T WAL (M W WL WAL D
JWE. W il WA

b et W D PTL S
kA WD WM DL WL e H
TR IME W Drl W

L WO DN WA Se £
L CaH ML ChE Wl

THEERIKGHTY
b NS

JOURMEY TO THE CENTRE

OF THEEMRTH ‘-“;
Pk Call Ml CCLrieHCCH

ok el Cn I Wl OO rbHL S0

i W W L

WALLE =
b Cabl Wl Dy el K

7ok WAL CrH L O K Walin K
ETi CorHl WL B B

I
L™ 8.7 X5 159
i WAL ErH WL D Ml K
T CorHL WL B WE

L

mh IME M E DrH Ao
Tk AL Il kb DrH WO
T |k bk D B

T2k 4TL Crll b4 OV M K
Tk Lo WL O K W

FORGETTHG S ARLH
MAFEHALL

Pk i bk I WL WL e
T Ik L CH VLl
TN B WA W W

FRMCECAEAMN
PLow e CorHL el A
Thebh . brHL W DTH

Pk Cn G el O i 20

Tk WA Ca L bell CWCLrieHCCH

T L Wl CWCLricH

SEX MHOTHE OTF |
PLLR ETHTIR Crll Ml DL
Theh . ek b

T bl WL A
Pk Cri. WK

WIFREC TR !
Ph Lol CrHL W bl Sl
T HrH. Al B Do il Sl

SRELRE B

[n I el BOAL b 2004
WL Eal. Well CWCACrrHocad
T LK el CWlLricH

P i bk . PrHL WL 2aH
kA I B DL WL S
M. W E T b

TEILE =
P CorHL WL B C WA S

T i WEL [ WE X

T Lo WL 4K WK

GET *MLFRT g

P il bk I PriL PTL SaH

T4 e B O WL XaH
Mt WE O bTH

PhCald CrHL DY i Sk
ThHeH. L B DN il Sl
L B DML e

GET *MAFT q
b IME BE DrH WELrH

ik AL [l bk i WELSH
Tl i kb DL

CHROHICLES OF MAFMIE: 4
FRIMCE ChEFLN FTY
LE F -

ok 44 CrH Wl CCH

SER AMDTHECITY |
P

1ML Hb, JOHES WHD
THE KF1rGLCk OF
THE CR=ThL JJLL
b Dril W D Ve

ok WAL Drll WA D9 Ve
TR Gl WO [ W

WHTHFEETH e

b Call KrH Cullork Eoimi
7ok Hril Cald ErH. Callork Kk
Tk OOl Erl Dulk - C

HENOO,
b Eulf Ml DAL

ik el Ca I Wl O rHL S50
T WL WK CTLrH

| FRAER VRO Fb T P o |

FRELELSE HOUESE

JOURKEY TO THE CENTRE OF
THEEART oy

Ly L A8 § R T
DFILLET TMLOR E
Prhi ridel. Cn IC. Wl P P 204

THE ELME JOE 1
Frhi I |l I PrHL BT eH
SRNYALFERS L
Frii i HeH Cald KrH. Fail. il el

GET ZMAFT q

Prhi i I i I PrHL BT SaH

P

F 3y

GLUNTRR, W B I

L Hril Cafd ErH Dull=rk I Jull
[T Hril OO DM el

WM OO EH
HA WD I
Prii el Cn I Wl L PR SO0
PG FUI FARD, T
Prhi AL CorHL WAL B WAL
WhllE =
Priv AL G DL B IC WS S
WEHTHED L
Frhi i I i b I PrHL BT e
IND A b JOHES BHD
THE F1ING OO OF
THE CFRSTAL AL o

el AL CorHL WAL B . WA

Prii s HeL Cal ek Pell. bl Sl

KA LW LI E L

|J.LL THE B3 LOWE

Lo D A4 4 R

P i bk . PrHL WL 2aH
Th AL I B DAL WL S
T el W CWHL BT

FEAFRY B S THaEFR1E

ICUFHE? TOTHE (EMTFE
OF THE ERFTH M

Pk Lo Bl DL . el

WHTED [
il B D PO el L
L i WE H VOL rH

T 1MC W DL W

WANTED! L

e el Cn I Bl 200

TOUEGERMOTRF 7

JrE M. FRIVE
MONTECL AR
IL G RAMCE
W NTED)

L
Pk OrH WL rH
7 ik . el W D BT S
I AHE TU YR
JLAHEH L -
LT ]

FELEOLSE HOUIZE
MOLIFHEY TO THE CENTRE
F THE EAFTH Fa

[y D A R

1 Pk el G I el BEAL rHHL S

[y T1,,9° 59 00, ¥ ¥

| FRIEFVED FRbTIHG B ) |

JOUFHET TO THE CENTRE
OF THE ELFTH

¥l

Pk I Bk PrHL WO H
i I B OH WL SSH
M. WK D T

Pk Ca I Bl PO kL 0
7 ANE el Ml DWELACHAE
T Ca i el DLrrH

MM B L
Pk ol ErHL DN b Sl

T uHeH WL B N bl Sl

T Cald Cril DM ek

KX B) FAaNDL I
Ph CrH WL B A 3

AL ek WEL NE WA S E

T CabL Wbl [4 I WK

HMFOLD 5 KLIMAE: ESCWFE
FFo0 WGUNT i, W0 BN |

Pk ol CrHL O bl Sl
aHeH WL B D i Yl
Tl Cali CrH DM b

Pk Cn IO Ml RO b 200
7 N el Ml DWELrrHACE
T Ca el DLrircH

Pk i bk I FriL MOL 2H
AL Ik RE OH ML H
M. WE D W

Pk Dril WL W WA s
WAl Dril B O WA
T CrH WL D) e

THLEE OO TRF - L

Pk ol CrHL O bl Sl
T iHrH Wl B NE i Sl
Eald ErH. DML bk

Ph CrHL WL B WA 2
P rH WL [NE W Xa
T CabL Wl [4 I WK

M AHCALAHE L
Pk Cn IC Ball RO kL 200

1 WA . el DWCArieHRE

T Ea i Ml DELArH

Pk |l bk I FriL MTL 2H
ik e RE OH ML H
K. WE H. T

CLEORWOTER MAOLL

KILLORMEY ko LL
= e
1N G FLU FAND, T

b D WL P W S
AL ErHL MEL DWE. WA Sn B
T Cabl WL Dh K e

MAFEHALL |
W OrH REL 3P H
A i W DL WL XM
ETH | W E OH T
Will E =
CordL b4 B C W el
riACL CrH. WEL W WAC X C
JETH CoH. WL DV K ek

H

M Gl O S S

= [ ]
En T bialC. DCLorirH

OF THE ELRTH

P Caf WC DML irieH Sald

Tk Wl Ca I el DWEL S S50
b B 3 N F]

; Enll A DWll iricH 2l
e L e
b BT N F

JOUFHEY TO THE CENTRE
E A

I

Ml CaH WL CHE Ve SaE
h Enbl Wbl [y I Wl n £
CarHL bl [ IC. Pl

WINTED L
Ml (W WA Dl A0 e

7k WK JWE WE OrH WO

Tl 1WC WL DrH WO

WLE =
mh CaH WCL CVE Ve K

T 4TL Cabl W O WY K

Tl CorHL ML 4 I Pull

P Lol WA DML ricH Sl
7ok Wil Ca I bal WL S 2004
T Ca i M. OCA rbH

Mh W W Dl W e
7h WK W W OrH WS H
TR 1ME WK DrH A

FON GUMHDHLRO ERY |



