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Hip to be Square
Legends, laughs and dungeons in historic hotel
BRUCE DENNILL
FOR some reason, you
expect accommodation
steeped in history to exist
outside of the city centre
in Cape Town – perhaps
out in the winelands or
round the back of the
mountain in Constantia
somew here.

But the information
board in the tiny enclosed
square that gives the Cape
Heritage Hotel its name
details the long-term ex-
istence of the building (or
at least the parts of it that
haven’t been hidden or
obliterated by the many
renovations since 1771).

And the ancient vine
(picture d) in the court-
yard – purportedly the
oldest in the country –
gives mute witness to the
many events that must
have taken place here over
the years.

The venerable nature of
the place doesn’t translate
into fuddy-duddy porters
mumbling about the old days, though.
The young, friendly and efficient
front-of-house man, for instance,
wore no less than eight rings.

General manager Semwano Chonya
(“Sam” to returning guests) has a
public school accent that will likely
put conservative foreign guests at ease,
but quickly reveals a wicked sense of
humour, referring to a pair of guests
who became friends and then her
unofficial “gay parents”.

“Parents provide for their children,
and they provide me with shoes!”
she giggles.

Don’t let the fun-loving veneer fool
you, though: Chonya’s deep affection
for the venue and its guests extends
to knowing which specific pieces of
furniture in which rooms are next in
line to be reconditioned (not that any
faults are readily noticeable).

A stay at the hotel will naturally
mean becoming familiar with the
other enterprises scattered around
the square.

Like all old venues, the place has
its quirks, and visitors can enjoy dis-
covering a cheese shop in a dungeon, a
fantastic little delicatessen and a
trendy restaurant and cocktail venue
tucked away around a corner behind
what looks like an old bomb shelter
door. Expect a  fetish club owner to
cash in on that real estate should the
current owners move on...

There’s also, in one corner of the
square, a disco-ball effect caused by a
reflective pyramid-shaped structure
that spins. Apparently it’s designed
to scare the pigeons away but hey, this
is Cape Town – you’ll probably find
them fluffing out their tail feathers
and enjoying the show.

CONTACT DETAILS:

Cape Heritage Hotel
90 Bree Street
Cape Town
8000.
Te l : 021-424-4646
Fax: 086-616-7281
E-mail: info@capeheritage.co.za
We b s i t e : w w w. c a p e h e r i t -
age.co.za.
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